
The Greatest Letter Ever Written! 



Rom 4:1-3 “What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh, has found? For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM 
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED 
TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” NASB 

 



V3 “For what does the Scripture say? 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 



3 Great Moments 

I. When God called him to go to Canaan 
(Gen 12:1-5)  

II. At Mamre, when God first made a 
covenant that he should have a son. 
(Gen 15)  

III. When God commanded the child of 
promise to be sacrificed (Gen 22).  



3 Questions 

1. What were the promises made to 
him in this covenant?  

2. What conditions had to be met if 
these promises were to be realized?  

3. Who are the heirs of these promises 
today?  

 



What were the promises? 

1. A great posterity 

2. A land 

3. Justification 



Gal 3:7-9 “Know then that it is those of 
faith who are the sons of Abraham. And 
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, 
"In you shall all the nations be blessed." 
So then, those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of 
faith.  



Gen 12:1-3 “Now the Lord said to Abram, 
"Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father's house to the land that I 
will show you. And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed."  

 



Gen 15:1-6 “After these things the word of the Lord 
came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great."  But Abram 
said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?" And Abram said, "Behold, you have given 
me no offspring, and a member of my household will 
be my heir." And behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him: "This man shall not be your heir; your very own 
son shall be your heir." And he brought him outside 
and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, 
if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your offspring be." And he believed the Lord, 
and he counted it to him as righteousness.” 

 



Rom 4:19-24 “Without becoming weak in faith 
he contemplated his own body, now as good as 
dead since he was about a hundred years old, 
and the deadness of Sarah's womb; yet, with 
respect to the promise of God, he did not waver 
in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory 
to God, and being fully assured that what God 
had promised, He was able also to perform. 
Therefore, IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Now not for his sake only was 
it written that it was credited to him, but for our 
sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those 
who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead.”  

 



Gen 15:4-5 "Your own son shall be your 
heir . . . Look toward heaven and number 
the stars if you are able to number them . 
. . So shall your descendants be."  



Matt 22:31 "As for the resurrection of 
the dead, have you not read what was 
said to you by God, 'I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of 
Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living."  



Ezek 36:27 “And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
(and thus fulfil the conditions of the 
covenant) and be careful to obey my 
rules.”  

 

Conditional and Certain! 



Gen 22:16–18 we read that the fulfillment of the 
promises is conditional upon Abraham's 
obedience.  

 

“By myself I have sworn,' says the Lord, 'because 
you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I 
will multiply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. 
And your descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, and by your descendants shall all of 
the nations bless themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.'"  



Gen 18:19 "I have chosen Abraham, that 
he may charge his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of 
the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the Lord may bring to 
Abraham what he has promised him."  

 



John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life; whoever does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him.”  

 

Hebrews 5:9 "Christ became the source 
of eternal salvation to all who obey him." 

 



Gal 3:16 “Now the promises were made 
to Abraham and to his offspring. It does 
not say, "And to offsprings," referring to 
many, but referring to one, "And to your 
offspring," who is Christ.” 

 

Is this true? Then there are no other 
promises! 
 



Ro 9:6–8 "It is not as though the word of 
God has fallen. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel; 
and not all are children of Abraham just 
because they are his descendants; 'but 
through Isaac shall your descendants be 
named.' This means that it is not the 
children of the flesh who are the children 
of God, but the children of the promise 
are reckoned as descendants." 

 



“The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all 
the nations be blessed!" So then, those who 
have faith are blessed with faithful Abraham 
(V8–9) . . . In Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham comes upon the Gentiles, that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith (V14) . . . There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are 
Abraham's offspring (seed), heirs according to 
the promise (V28-29). 

 


